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                     There is a chill in the air… the 
leaves are changing color… the Washington 
Redskins are, well, still in the division race…  
It’s the middle of the fall semester, and the 

Liberal Arts Division is hard at work.  Our 
students are speaking in public, learning to 

play piano, absorbing the dynasties of Ancient 
Rome, and figuring out what psychoanalysis is.  
There are 15,000+ enrolled in Liberal Arts this 

semester, and you are making a positive 
difference in each of their lives. 

 
From the looks of things, we are weathering 
some difficult budget conditions very well, 
and we are staying true to our mission.  In 

Music, we welcome the first batch of thirteen 
Virginia B. Back Scholarship recipients this 
semester.  There are seven new full-time 

instructors, three of them new to NOVA, and 
as usual we also have many new part-time 

instructors.  This semester, perhaps, can each 
of us offer an extra helping hand to a fellow 

instructor, increasing our collegiality just a bit? 
Collectively that would make a big difference. 

 
As always, if there is anything that Dr. Gossai, 
the division staff, or I can do to assist you, do 

not hesitate to ask.  The year has gotten off to 
a great start, and let’s keep working to help 

make it the best year ever for Liberal Arts.  
Thank you for all of your hard work! 

 

Burt Peretti 
  

See what’s happening (and what you missed!) 

in this issue 
          around the division 

adventures in wonderland  
on babies 
the division in pictures 
..and more! 
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During the Summer and Fall Senior 
Olympics, three of the LA faculty competed 
in the Senior (50+ years) Olympics and 
brought home medals.  Giulio Porta won a 
gold medal in men’s cycling and Jay Holmes 
won the bronze in men’s free throw in the 
Northern Virginia Senior Olympics. This 
summer Sue Thompson traveled to 
Minneapolis/St. Paul  Minnesota, visited St. 
Thomas College (Hemchand’s first teaching 
job), and competed in the National Senior 
Olympics. Her team won the silver in the 3 
on 3 basketball.  While there, she attended 
the 175th anniversary of the Mendota 
Catholic Church, one of the first Catholic 
churches in the nation. Liberal Arts faculty--
-always mixing history, religion and sport- 
interdisciplinary studies! 

Margaret Reed 
began work on her 
PhD at Howard 
University this past
August—
congratulations, 
Margaret!  

·

Philosophy Professor Don Gregory 
is retired as of September 1! That 
won’t stop him, though—he’s still 
adjuncting, traveling (river cruise 

on the Danube in 2016!), and 
enjoying a whole “new wave” of 

grandchildren! 

Noah Cincinnati recently published an essay, "Too 
Sullen for Survival: Historicizing Gorilla Extinction, 
1900-1930" in Susan Nance, ed., The Historical 
Animal (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2015): 
166-183. Nance's collection brings together 17 
scholars who offer a variety of historical 
methodologies for exploring historical change 
through non-human animals and their interactions 
with human societies. The collection challenges 
scholars and students in environmental history, 
animal history, and a variety of related disciplines to 
push the boundaries in how they study the past. 
 
 Cincinnati's chapter focuses on the role of gorillas 
themselves in shaping early-twentieth-century 
conservation efforts in colonial Africa. Contrary to 
prevailing historical arguments that the first 
national park in Africa was the result of inherent 
human enlightenment and desires to protect 
vulnerable species, Cincinnati contends that 
conservationists, scientists, and zoo managers 
advocated for a protected refuge in the Belgian 
Congo because gorilla behavior set the terms for 
their own survival. Simply put, conservation 
advocates felt they had no choice but to preserve 
mountain gorillas in the wild since they openly 
resisted captivity in metropolitan zoos. Cincinnati's 
chapter is partly drawn from his book manuscript 
currently in progress and tentatively entitled, 
Enterprises of Extinction: Zoos, Wildlife Traffic, and 
the Hidden Origins of Global Conservation. 
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“

E

PAINTING THE LINE, drawing the paint 

Ann Schlesinger marked the opening of 
her oil painting exhibit “PAINTING THE 
LINE, drawing the paint” with an artist’s 
reception this fall in celebration of the 
15th anniversary of the Rachel M. 
Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts Center.  
As she writes, “Everyone had a lot of fun 
at the ---it's always great to exhibit one's 
paintings, and for me, this show was 
particularly meaningful because it was 
held in the hall named for my 
mother.  Present were many members of 
my family and friends, including my 
mother's NYC apartment mates from the 
1950s and former Senator and Governor 
Chuck Robb. There was live music that 
had everybody swooning (gypsy violin 
and guitar provided by Bruno Nasta), and 
delicious appetizers with wine. Best of all, 
when I spoke, I got to bring back and 
share some joyful memories of my 
parents.”  
The exhibit will be on display Friday, Sept. 
11 to Sunday, Nov. 8. 

Ann Schlesinger with former US 
Senator Charles “Chuck” Robb. 

Lifetime Learning Institute Presenters: Fall 2015 
 

Dr. Hemchand  
Gossai 

“The Book of 
Genesis and 

Human Relations” 
 

Dr. Deborah 
Gomez 

“The Berlin Airlift” 

Hodei Sultan 

“Afghanistan's 
Quest for Peace 

and Stability” 
 

Dr. Rashmi 
Chilka 

 “Partition of the 
Indian 

Subcontinent:  
The Cost of 

   Independence   
   and Its Impact” 

John McGuiness 
 

“Philosophy 
Presentations: 

Descartes & 
Nietzsche” 

 Dr. Jennifer 
Sayasithsena 

 Virginia General 
Assembly 

lection: Analysis 
and Aftermath” 
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 A division 

 

In June, Ann Wertman (who teaches Religion 

courses) married Joran Stegner at Raspberry 

Plain in Leesburg. After the ceremony, she 

made the DJ announce them as "Mr. and Dr. 

Stegner." There was a buffet dinner, cupcakes, 

and lots of dancing! (ed. note: how lovely is 
she, though, seriously?) 

 

CM 3rd floor block party! Probably 

about collegiality, mostly about food. 

Oh, the food.  

 

         

A very pregnant Stephanie gave birth to 

little baby Angus “Gus” Grant in October! 

 

Nathan Green welcomed baby 

Fisher on October 17th! 

 

FALL 2015 

Division happy hour. WHERE WERE YOU? 
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in pictures 

Spring division retirement party---anytime 

we’re all together is a good time! 

 

Melissa Chabot and Kevin Wright in 

Puerto Rico to celebrate baby Hal’s first 

birthday! 

 

 

 

Suzanne Neff directs student 

traffic like a champ during 

welcome week! 

Did you know we had pie day 

over the summer? And ice 

cream day? We missed you.. 

Laith & Raad Ralhi biking in the 

summertime. (ed. note: awwwww!) 

Jeff Sager takes a rare 

moment to relax at 

 
lunch! 
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On babies. 
 
My first encounter with a baby did not go well. I was four years old when I graduated from Only Child to Big 

Brother. My parents had told me that a baby was coming, of course, but my only memory of this is the anticipation 
of a new playmate to share my toys and games. My mother was in the hospital for a week following the birth of my 
baby sister (this was pretty standard in those days), and I remember being taken there so she could wave to me 
from her third-floor window. On the day she came home, I remember running excitedly to the car and trying to 
climb in the window before my mother could open the door. Then I met my baby sister. 
 
She was not what I was expecting. She showed no interest in any of my toy trucks, games, or books. She slept most 

of the time. She did other things which were annoying, loud, and smelly. She was, in short, a real letdown. I pouted, 
and felt that I had been a victim of the old bait-and-switch. Within a few weeks my parents decided I needed a 
playmate that I could actually play with, and they got me a puppy which I named Rover. Many happy years with 
Rover ensued, and eventually my sister caught up and even surpassed the dog as a worthy playmate. 
 
That was 66 years ago. Since then, my attitude toward babies has changed considerably. Mary and I raised three 

boys, and there are now five Gregory grandchildren with a sixth on the way. In every case, it has been a blessing and 
a joy to witness each stage of their development, and we are now enjoying the first stages all over again in our two 
youngest grandsons:  Luke, son of Geoff and Jessica, who recently turned one; and John, born to Frank and Anna on 
August 13.  
 
As I look in wonder at the faces of these tiny ones, and delight in seeing the wonder in each of their faces, I reflect 

on Aristotle’s insight that philosophy begins in wonder. I also think of Jesus’ teaching about little children: that of 
such is the kingdom of heaven. It’s no coincidence that grandparents and grandchildren bond so well: they are at 
opposite ends of life’s spectrum, and each sees something wonderful about the other.    
 

Don Gregory 

Baby John 

Have you donated to the social committee? 
The Liberal Arts social committee was formed to make sure that we 
remember our colleagues when they are unwell or going through a difficult 
time, due to personal illness or the loss of a loved one. By donating a few 
dollars, you can help contribute to the department fund that allows us to 
send cards and plants on behalf of the division. If you would like to donate, 
please contact Ann Wertman (awertma

 
n@nvcc.edu). 
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When Jen asked me for some “back in the day” pictures to 

include in this edition of the LA Times I told her that I really 

didn’t have any; I did not keep a visual chronicle of my time at 

NOVA other than the horrible picture of me on my ID.  Then I 

found some running pictures.  Those pictures actually sum up 

how this year went, (and it’s not over yet,) I was always on the 

run, literally and figuratively, (I just completed my 46th Half-

Marathon since October 2012.) 

 

2015 began with me finding out that I had received The 

President’s Sabbatical Award, (I am still trying to get over the 

shock,) for my proposal to develop a new Listening Assessment 

Program that focuses on student success.  This is something 

that I’m passionate about and NOVA provides a golden 

opportunity because of our diversity; you will hear from me 

soon because I need your input.  I will be taking the Sabbatical 

in Spring 2016 so I will say goodbye in December and see you 

all again next August. 

 

Next, I wrapped up two years of planning the 36th Annual 

Convention of the International Listening Association in March 

when we met in Virginia Beach.  It was a tremendous time, we 

were joined by several NOVA colleagues, (Lucy Holsonbake, 

Alexandria, Sharon Tindall, Annandale, and David Tyson, 

Woodbridge.) Following the Convention I assumed the office of 

President of the International Listening Association. 

 

In June I was a guest on the Australian Radio Network 

program Future Tense; the program was Listening & 
Responding and was broadcast worldwide, here’s a link to the 

podcast: 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/futuretense/lis

tening-and-responding/6566302; I was also interviewed for 

an article in the September/October 2015 issue of Scientific 
American Mind about Listening in Relationships. 
 

In between all of this I managed to squeeze in about 20 Half-

Marathons, (the next one is in January.)  Like I said, Run, Run, 
Run! 

Phil Tirpak  
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“Adventures in 
On July 4, 1862, Reverend Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, a math instructor at Christ Church College 
(Oxford University), took his dean’s three young daughters on a rowing trip. Although he was 
accompanied by a colleague, the girls were a fussy handful. To settle them down, he told them a story. 
The middle girl, 10 year old Alice, loved the story so much she begged him to write it down for her. He 
did and, from that humble beginning, one of the most beloved literary classics of all time was created. 
Three years later, in 1865, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland was published under the pen name Lewis 
Carroll. It was an instant success and has remained in constant publication since then. This year marks 
the 150th anniversary of the “Alice” publication, and celebrations are occurring around the world. 
Because the book is one of my favorites, I am celebrating! 

Among fans, it is frequently asked whether “Alice” is a children’s book 
or a book for adults, and I think it is both. The things that attracted me 
to the book  
as a child are different from the things that attract me as an adult, but 
in both cases I am/was drawn in by Carroll’s ability to think and see 
outside of established structures, and to place the question of identity 
at the core of a person’s being and as an essential aspect of a healthy 
life. It took courage to take that adventure in 19th century Victorian 
England, but Lewis Carroll did it. Many people, including me, are 
grateful to him for providing a looking glass through which society can 
be viewed and questioned (Through the Looking Glass was published in 
1872). Carroll gave fans a place to put our serious questions and to 
simultaneously explore the “Nonsense!” of life, as Alice does 
repeatedly throughout the books. Concurrent with the 150th 
anniversary, a three volume set, “Alice in a World of Wonderlands” in 
which “Alice” is translated into languages, dialects and cultures of 
places including Africa, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, the Pacific 
Islands, Scotland, and Spain, has been released. The appeal truly is 
universal.  

         My celebration started in May 2015 with the Washington Ballet’s stunning 
performance of Alice in Wonderland at the Kennedy Center. I love ballet, so I could not have 
asked for a better combination of two things that make me happy. The costumes were 
magnificent, the music was engaging, and the children who played the flamingos were adorable! 
From the ballet, my adventure continued later in May with a trip to the Rosenbach Museum in 
Philadelphia. There is an interesting connection between the Museum and the real life Alice upon 
whom the book was based. In December 1864, a few months prior to the 1865 MacMillan 
publication, Dodgson/Carroll presented the original manuscript to 12 year old Alice Liddell as a 
Christmas present.  In December 1864, a few months prior to the 1865 MacMillan publication, 
Dodgson/Carroll presented the original manuscript to 12 year old Alice Liddell as a Christmas 
present. Years later, widowed and on hard times, she put the handwritten book up for auction. 
The highest bidder was A. S. W. Rosenbach, the Philadelphia dealer of rare books. 
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Many people were upset that the book was leaving England and, years later when it 
was put up for auction again, it was purchased by a group of investors who returned 
it to England as a good will gesture. During this sesquicentennial, the original 
manuscript is touring and I have seen it twice in two different locations. 
My next adventure was the most unexpected and “Carrollian” of all: on the  
spur of the moment, I went to Oxford, UK where it all started! Every year since 
2007, the City of Oxford has held “Alice’s Day” on July 4th to celebrate the original 
story-telling. This year the celebration fell on the long American holiday July 4th 
weekend and was highlighted by 150 women, men, and children of all ages dressed 
as Alice (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gjot_bcPMM). I hadn’t planned to 
go, and I debated whether or not to make the trip. First I argued, “Well, they have it 
every year, so you could go any year.” Then I countered, “But this year is special. 
The 150th anniversary is only going to occur once.” Finally I asked myself, “If you 
don’t go, will you regret it?” And so, off to Oxford I went! I left here Thursday night, 
July 2, and arrived in London Friday morning, July 3. Before taking the bus to 
Oxford, I spent a few hours touring London (of course I walked across Abbey Road!). 
After arriving in Oxford and checking in to my hotel, I went to see an Alice-based 
play performed by a local high school group. By nightfall, I was exhausted and 
settled in for a good night’s sleep in preparation for the next day. 
 
On Saturday, July 4th, the town of Oxford was transformed into Carroll’s 
famous book. Each chapter of the book was acted out in a different location 
around town. My favorite “chapters” were “Who Stole the Tarts?” (the Knave 
of Hearts’ trial), which was held at the Oxford Court House; and “A Mad Tea-
Party” complete with a truly Mad Hatter and a cast of other equally zany 
characters. The main roles from the book were acted by a professional 
theater group, but many other people also dressed in character for the day. I 
met people who could not believe I had come to town just for the day, but I, 
indeed, had. When it was all done, I settled in for another good night’s sleep 
and on Sunday July 5th I took the return bus to London, boarded my flight 
and arrived home that afternoon. It truly was an adventure in Wonderland! 
 
Since July I have had a few smaller journeys, primarily to New York to see various 
library and museum exhibits and an immersive play called “Then She Fell”, but 
nothing will ever compare to my whirlwind trip to Oxford. However, my New York 
trips have given me the opportunity to visit the Alice in Wonderland sculpture in 
Central Park, and to see the Alice in Wonderland murals in the 50th St. subway 
station. The celebrations will continue into next year so there is still plenty to do. I 
don’t know where I might go next, but it has all been great fun, and I am enjoying 
being a part of it! 
 

         

Wonderland” 

Beverly Pittman 
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Reelin’ in the 

If this were a competition, 

Suzanne Neff just won. Hard.  

Nan Peck in a production of 

Goldilocks & the Three Bears, 

1987. Heartbreaker! 

Little Don Gregory with 

Rover in 1949 

Amber Koecktriz with her 

patented southern smile 
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years… 

Pretty Pamela Stewart’s high 

school photo. Gorgeous. 

Melissa Chabot---still the cutest 

cheeks in Liberal Arts! 

Jen Rainey isn’t sure  

who you’re talking to. 

The ever-stylish Linda-Delp 

Miller. Check out those glasses! 
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Deanna DeGidio is even 

cuter as a kid!  

Still the runner! Phil 

Tirpak back in 1999!  



 

Truth or Dare? 

Dare, 

Obviously. 

Favorite restaurant 

near cam pus? 

Chipotle! 

Favorite planet? 
 Neptune, because it’s 
 

far out. 

Ideal first date? 

Comed y Club! 
(ed. note: hah aha, nope!) 

         

Best Halloween Costume? 

That I wore? I was a binder 

of women in 2012 right 

before the p residential 

election. That I saw someone 

else wearing? I thought the 

“little white lie” costume was 

pretty good. 

d 

 

               Over the summer I rea
Eisenhower: In War and Peace 
by Jean Edward Smith (2012). I 
tend to read non-fiction over 
fiction books and found this to 
be a good read that kept my 
attention. I came away knowing
a lot more about him than 
before reading this book. He 
was raised in average 
surroundings, was an average  
student at West Point, yet went on to become a 5 Star General in the US Army; this was something that Dr. David 
Conroy (here at NOVA) pointed out is very, very rare. While he never had the infantry war experience that his peers 
such as General Patton had, his gift was in the area of leadership and strategy which was demonstrated with him 
leading the Allied Forces in Europe during World War II. Much of the book focuses on his military career. 
Two traits emerged to me from reading this book: First, how politically savvy he was both in his military career and as 
our 34th President. Second, that he never held political office prior to being elected President; there is no doubt the 
former contributed to his effectiveness as Chief Executive. He stabilized US foreign policy after the Korean War, 
started the US Interstate Highway System, was able to see the significance of oil in the Middle East (Iran) and worked 
effectively with both political parties to get major legislation passed. He oversaw strong economic growth in the 
1950’s in a time when budget deficits were rare. (continued, page 13 ) 

Jeff Sager 

12    THE  LA TIMES  FALL 2015 



 



 
        FALL 2015 

 

 

Paul Tillich, captures the power and elegance of two words 
that surely must be a part of our everyday lexicon.  He says 
“Language has created the word ‘loneliness’ to express the 
pain of being alone and the word ‘solitude’ to express the 
glory of being alone.” Or perhaps in a more pointed way, 
Lorraine Hansberry’s admonition, “Never be afraid to sit 
awhile and think.” 

As the Summer continues its march into Autumn, I 
have been thinking of times of recess, retreat, sabbatical, 
vacation, and recreation. These are words that we know and 
for the most part carry for us a quality of happiness and joy; 
contentment and rejuvenation. Recreation strikes an 
important, resonant chord with me. When we were children, 
school hours included a built-in time for recreation. I cannot 
think of any student who did not enjoy and look forward to a 
time of recreation. Morning and afternoon, we took a break 
from the classroom work and we played. Great idea!  Alas, 
as we have become older we no longer seem to feel the 
need for a built-in time of recreation in our daily routine. But 
it is not simply a loss that can be casually dismissed. As our 
lives become busier, precisely the times when we need 
recreation, we cease to take the time, and recreation 
becomes a casualty of our busyness. When we do take the 
time it seems like a luxury, a time of squeezed space. Re-
creation should never be a casualty or a luxury. Unlike the 
notion of recess or vacation or even retreat, all of which 
carry an element of occasional withdrawal, the idea of re-
creation, it seems to me, cuts to the very core of who we 
are. Ongoing re-creation initiates within us a time of 
renewal, newness and restorative energy, a time of finding 
ourselves again, and again.  

It is not a distancing; it is not an imposition;  
it is not a forced separation. As members of a community we 
know that we have a sense of belonging; our identity is 
shaped by our relationships, relationships nurtured by time 
set apart for solitude. Every season is a season for re-
creation. So take time to sit a while and think; a treasured 
time for solitude! 
                               Hemchand Gossai 

                                 Associate Dean 

(reading, from page 12) 
 

This book is well written though it is 
over 700 pages in length, so it may 

not be for everyone. If you like 
history, perhaps this is a book you will 

want to read. I found this at the 
Green Valley Book Fair 

(http://www.gobookfair.com/)  which 
is located just south of Harrisonburg, 
VA. It is open several different times 

during the year and will be open 
October 3-25 and November 27-

December 16 of this year. Hope you 
will check it out!   

THE  LA TIMES  

Got items?  Do you have something you’d like to see printed in the LA Times? This newsletter is printed once a semester 

and the spring edition will be available in March 2016. Please send any articles, accomplishments, photos, upcoming events, and 
general blurbs about how talented you are to Jennifer Rainey (jrainey@nvcc.edu) for inclusion. Thanks to all of you who 
contributed to this edition – we appreciate you! 
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